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Abstract 
 
The Internet has brought lots of very positive changes to the way people live, work, entertain themselves, do business, etc.  
At the same time, however, the Internet has introduced a variety of costly problems, such as spam, virues/worms, e-
commerce frauds, large scale violation of intellectual property rights, wrongful defaming of others, attacks on the cyber 
society infrastructure, etc.  It has also triggered paradigm shifts in various aspects of life and commerce, including 
advertising, software distribution, sales taxation, etc.  It is important that we are aware of the negative societal impact 
of the Internet with the view to addressing it and keeping it under control.  In this talk, I will review the negative societal 
impact of the Internet, and paradigm shifts the Internet has triggered.  I will also review the status of technological and 
legislative solutions to these problems. 
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